National Conference 

On 

Digital Asset Management

 A Brief Report

held  @

Indian Institute of Technology Madras 

(17-19 September 2001)

[image: image1.jpg]



Compiled By

Dr Harish Chandra

Organising Secretary, READIT 2001

&

Librarian, Central Library, IIT Madras.

September 25, 2001

Report on
National Conference On Digital Asset Management

(17TH September 2001 to 19th September 2001)

READIT 2001 was jointly organised by IIT Madras, IGCAR, Kalpakkam and Madras Library Association.  This is the fourth in the series.  It is a unique conference because for the first time this conference was shifted from IGCAR, Kalpakkam to IIT Madras and gained the status of National conference with an International participation as one participant from Bangladesh has attended the Conference as well as Pre-Conference Tutorial

As the part of the Conference a Pre-Conference Tutorial was conducted on 17th September 2001 on the theme “Digitize Your Library” .  There are about 90 participants in the tutorial during the inaugural function Dr. Harish Chandra Organising Secretary welcomed the gathering. Dr. S. Venkadesan briefed the participants about the objectives and significance of the Tutorial.


The Tutorial was inaugurated by Shri A.M. Raman, IAS, Vice Chairman, Science City, Chennai.  Shri Raman in his inaugural address, though brief but inspiring, emphasized the role of Librarians in the digital library environment.  He stressed and advocated that “Librarians need not be programmers but need to know some of the programming languages”.  Vote of thanks was proposed by Dr. Harish Chandra, Organising Secretary of the Conference.

The Tutorial was divided into five technical sessions dealing with the various aspects of digitization.  The first tutorial on “Web and Electronic Publishing”  was addressed by Mr.H.R. Mohan, Chief Systems Manager, The Hindu.  He outlined that Web has publishing standard and features.  He traced the information/content generation avenues and outlined the variety of media of information storage.  The trends and issues in Web publishing were discussed.  With this presentation the session was adjourned for tea.


The second tutorial on “Building Digital Library: Vision and Tasks” was presented by Dr. Harish Chandra, Librarian, IIT  Madras and Organising Secretary READIT 2001. Dr.  Chandra  discussed the current challenges before the Librarians in the IT environment.  He described the components of digital library and outlined the attempts to be made by Librarians in the direction of developing digital library and the tasks to be preformed for digitizing a Library.  He showed various digital initiatives through the Central Library website. After the end of the presentation, the participants were taken to the Digital Class Room of Computer Centre to have hands on experience in accessing the Web resources.


The post lunch session was on “A Practical Guide to Building Digital Library” presented by Dr. S. Venkadesan, Head, Library and Information Services, IGCAR and Director of READIT 2001.  He presented the initiatives towards digital library at IGCAR, Kalpakkam.  His presentation was based on the virtual tour of IGCAR Library.

The fourth tutorial was presented by Dr. B. Ramesh Babu on “The Design and Development of Web OPACs”.  He outlined the factors that have contributed for the development of card catalogues to on line catalogues and more particularly web based catalogues.  Further he discussed about the criteria for the design and development of web OPACs with a detailed check list for web OPAC interfaces. The fifth and final session on “Digitization and Online Submission of Theses” was presented by Mrs.Sashikala Subba Rao, Library In-Charge,  IIT Bombay.  She presented the profile of IIT Bombay Library and the facilities available there.  She narrated the practices to be followed for the online submission of theses at IIT Bombay.  After the five presentations there was concluding session with open discussion and feed back. This session was presided over by Prof.S.S. Gokhale, Dean, Students, IIT Madras.  Dr. Harish Chandra outlined briefly about the tutorial sessions.  Prof.Gokhale, while throwing the session for open discussion,  narrated his experiences and association with IIT Library and his efforts in introducing web based/online courses in IIT Madras. 

There was a lively, academic and professional discussion between the participants and the resource persons.  Participants complemented the organizers, especially Dr. Harish Chandra for the conduct of such tutorials and requested him to organize such tutorials periodically.  At the end of the session Prof.Gokhale distributed certificates to the participants.

18TH September 2001 – Tuesday


The READIT 2001 Conference on “Digital Asset Management” was inaugurated on 18th September.  The inaugural function was started by invocation by the students of Vana Vani Higher Secondary School, IIT Madras. Prof.S. Narayanan, Chairman, Organising Committee welcomed the delegates and distinguished invitees.  There were over one hundred fifty participants from different parts of the country. Prof.S. Venkadesan, Conference Director, spoke about the READIT 2001 and traced its history and earlier events,  Prof.C.R. Muthukrishnan, Deputy Director, IIT Madras and President, Computer Society of India in his presidential address emphasized that IT is more affordable and useful. 

Prof.M. Anandakrishnan, Chief Guest for the inaugural function, in his address explained the types of assets and information as an asset.  He narrated his experiences in the development and maintenance of Tamil Virtual University.  He felt that participants should take the responsibility for generation and distribution of digital assets.  Later Prof.C.R. Muthukrishnan released the pre-conference volume. At this junction as declared by the Government of India 2 minutes silence was observed as a mark of respect on the recent US tragedy.  Dr. Harish Chandra proposed the vote of thanks and adjourned for tea. After tea break technical sessions commenced.  The entire conference deliberations were scheduled for 7 sessions, and  key note speakers were identified to suit the theme of the session.

Technical Session 1:  “Digital Asset Management”

This session was chaired by Dr. P. Rodreguiz, former Director IGCAR. Prof.N. Balakrishan of Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore delivered invited talk on Universal Digital Library followed by a brief discussion.  In this session 6 contributed papers were scheduled, but only 4 were presented by the respective authors which are listed below :

1. “Emerging issues in Digital Asset Management – The   

 Art of Archiving” – M. Natarajan.

2. “Expert System: A Tool of Managing Digital Asset” –   

 Ms.G. Gnanasekari.

3. “Digital Asset Preservation with reference to Archival 

 Materials” – A Vijay Kiran.

4. “Knowledge Management in the Central Library at   

 Bombay” – Dr. H.S. Waydande.

At the end of each presentation, lively discussion took place.

Technical Session-II : Infrastructure for Digital Library 

This session was chaired by Prof.V.S. Raju of IIT Madras.  Prof.S.V. Raghavan, Department of Computer Science and Engineering, IIT Madras delivered invited talk on “Infrastructure for Digital Libraries”.  He explained general infrastructure required for Digital Asset Management.  This was followed by discussion.  In this session seven papers were scheduled, out of which five were presented by the authors which are given below :

1.  “Infrastructure for Digital Management – A Case Study of Pondicherry Engineering College” – Dr. K. Nithyanandam.

2. “A Model of Digital Library for the Tamil Nadu Dr. M.G.R. Medical University” – N.C. Jayamani.

3. “Digital Library: A Conceptual Introduction” – N. Subramanian.

4. “Digital Information Scenario at the Institute of Physics Library: A Brief Account” – S.C. Rath.

5. “An extended prototype open Mediatory Architecture for Distributed Digital Library” – Dr. P. Vijayakumar.


Discussion took place at the end of the presentations and adjourned for lunch.

Technical Session-III : Cyber Publishing

Post lunch session was chaired by Prof.Lalitha Jayaraman, Director, Library, Anna University. Dr. S. Krishnan, NCL, Pune delivered invited talk on “Digital Library: Are We Going There?“ A very realistic approach to the concept of digital library was narrated.  He emphasisd for networking/resource sharing and concluded with a dictum “We must hung together to avoid hungering Separately”. The following papers were presented :

1. “Electronic Documentation & CD-ROM Publishing” – S. Kuppuswamy.

2. “The Role of Electronic Documents in the Future Library System” -  T. Jaya Singh.

3. “Visual Block Reporting (VBR) System: The Influence  

4. of Information Technology on Library Transactions” –  V. Bhasker Rao.

5. “Customer Relationship Management in Hybrid Libraries” – P.N. Swamy, presented by Mr.S. Thirunagalingam.

Discussion was allowed for every presentation.  Adjourned for tea.  After tea break session four was conducted.

Technical Session –IV:  E-Collections  

Post  tea session and the last one for the day was chaired by Dr. Harish Chandra. Dr. T.V. Gopal of Anna University delivered the invited talk on “Process Asset Library”.  In this session nine papers were scheduled and seven authors were present.

1. “Building up e-Collections at IGCAR Library” – E. Soundarajan.

2. “Design and Development of e-collection in Library and Information Science: A Database” – T. Devasena.

3. Relevance of Electronic Journals in Scientific Communication” – Dr. R. Samyuktha

4. “The Eolving Role of Network Services in the World of e-journals and the Digital Library”.

5. “Criteria for Developing Learner Friendly e-Books” – Dr. P. Sivakumar.

6. “The Emerging Role of e-Books in Digital Libraries” -  P.K. Senapati.

7. “Digital Collection Building: An Experience with e-Publications of CAT Scientists” – Ms.Rashmi Dighe.

With high sounding four technical sessions, the delegates were moved for seeking recreation.  They were delighted with a colourful cultural programme at Central Lecture Theatre

19th September 2001 - Wednesday

Technical Session-V : IPR and Information Retrieval Strategies

This session was chaired by Dr S.Venkadesan, out of nine contributed papers the following papers were presented.

1. “Digital Divide:  A n Overview in Indian Context” – Dr. Padma Upadyaya

2. “Digital Divide: A proposal to reach the outreach” – Thirumagal.

3. “Living The Hylife: Information Needs of Physiotherapists” – Ms.Sundari Suresh.

4. “Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) and Digital Information Management Environment (DIME) for 

Leather Industrial Development: A Panoramic View” – V. Kasi Rao.

At the end of every presentation, discussion took place.

Technical Session-VI : Digital Solution from Industries


This session was chaired by Mr.H.R.Mohan, the following  presentations were made by leading IT Industries

1.  “DIALOG in the 21st Century” –  Video Presentation - Jaideep Verma, The Dialog corporation, Mumbai

2. “Open Linking Technologie” – The Power for your digital Library – Mr.Gregor Van Essen, Elsevier Science, Singapore.

3. “E-Journals & Library Automation” – Informatics, Bangalore – J-GATE, SLIM package.

4. “Standards on Digital Media” – Mr.Sudheer, Book Supply Bureau, New Delhi.

5. “Knowledge Resources for the New Age Library” – Mr.Ganesh Kumar, Edutech Services Pvt. Ltd, Chennai.

Technical Session-VII : Content/ Knowledge Management 

This session was chaired by Dr. Vijayakumar, Head, Library & Information Services, BARC, Mumbai. The following contributed papers were presented :

1. “Content Creation – Evolution of Tools & Process” – J. Srinivasan.

2. “Knowledge Management: A New Paradigm in Library Science” – K.T. Dilly.

3. “Role of Content Analysis in Digital Information Organisation” – Dr. I. Chandraish.

4. “Knowledge Management for Business Enterprises: Options and Strategies for Implementation” – M. Koteswara Rao.

5. “Knowledge Management & Organisational Growth” – S.C. Kumaresan.

6. “Knowledge Management Workgroup: A Look” – S. Gopalakrishnan.

7. “Knowledge Management: Task ahead for Library Professionals” – V. Sivasubramanian

8. “Knowledge Management Vs Academic Libraries” – Dr. M. Satyanarayana.

All together there were 42 presentations in the Conference.  The best paper award were presented to two papers given below:

1. “Digital Asset Preservation with reference to Archival Materials”, A. Vijay Kiran, B. Ramesh Babu.

2. “Content Creation – Evolution of Tools & Process”,  J. Srinivasan, M. Ganapathy, A. Narayanan, S. Venkadesan.

Lucky draw was conducted for awarding free registration for READIT 2003 and the name of Mr.Varghese Joseph, Hindustan, Aeronautics Limited, Bangalore was picked by Mr.K. Viswanathan, Secretary, Madras Library Association from the lot of all registered participants.

Valedictory Function

Dr. S. Venkadesan, Director of the Conference gave introductory remarks and also presented mementos to the Chief Guest, Repporteur and Organising Secretary. Repporteur General presented the report of the Conference and valedictory address was given by Prof.S. Narayanan, Chairman of the Organising Committee. Dr.  Harish Chandra, Organising Secretary, Presented mementos to Repporteurs and  also proposed the Vote of  thanks.

Participants Comments

1. Central Library of IIT Madras should take a lead to organize such events every year.

2. Central Library of IIT Madras should also organize short term courses on specific issues periodically.

3. All facilities provided were rated excellent by all the participants
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